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Tropical Escapes in Naples, Marco Island and the Gulf Coast Everglades 
New and Interesting Amenities Beckon Visitors to Florida’s Paradise Coast

NAPLES, FLA. (April 6, 2012) – If you haven’t visited Florida’s Paradise Coast region in Southwest
Florida before, or it’s been awhile since your last visit, there is plenty that’s new and interesting to explore.  The new Naples Botanical Garden has emerged as one of the largest and most beautiful subtropical gardens in the South, hotels continue to upgrade and renovate in the region, there are new restaurants to explore as well as a new guided food tour, and the newly opened, state-of-the-art Golisano Children’s Museum of Naples.

Go Green on the Paradise Coast
	The Naples, Marco Island, Everglades CVB has launched a new website designed to help eco-minded travelers find the best information on environment-friendly hotels, nature-based activities and tours, how to be an eco-friendly guest and a list of opportunities to get involved through volunteering, organizational support and workshops.  Deals and packages are posted by area hotels in the Florida Green Lodging program and by eco-tour providers.  For more information, visit www.ParadiseCoast.com/green. 

Hotel Renovations & News
The Inn on Fifth, located in the heart of the action along Fifth Avenue South in downtown Naples, is expanding to include 32 all-new suites at Club Level that will open in December 2012. 
The Ritz-Carlton, Naples beach resort has added $6 million worth of new venues and enhancements. 
The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, Naples has a new children’s program called Eye Wonders that enhances children’s awareness of the universe around us.  Half-day programs include Bird’s Eye View, Eye on the Moon, Eye on the Sun, Eye on the Solar System and Eye on Star Gazing.                                             
Holiday Inn Club Vacations has acquired the Sunset Cove Resort property on Marco Island, which has three bedroom condos with waterfront views.  Rooms at the resort are available to non-club members depending on availability.  

What’s New with Attractions:
Naples Botanical Garden has completed a huge renovation and build-out, completing the world-class subtropical garden with the cultivated gardens of Asia, Florida, Brazil and the Caribbean, along with a Water Garden and interactive Children’s Garden.  The garden paradise is called “Gardens With Latitude,” featuring the plants and cultures found along 26-degrees latitude North and South, along with 90-acres of beautifully-restored natural Florida habitat with hiking trails and a birding tower.  
Newly opened this February, C’mon, the Golisano Children’s Museum of Naples is an inspiring environment where children and their families play, learn and dream together.  Located at North Collier Regional Park in Naples, the 30,000 sq. ft. museum features ten spectacularly-designed, child-scaled exhibits to invite sensory and intellectual exploration.  
Naples Zoo welcomed a herd of seven giraffe recently that are on display daily in a temporary exhibit as fundraising continues on behalf of their new state-of-the-art habitat. For $5 visitors may buy tasty giraffe treats and take part in the Giraffe Feeding Experience – the first time the public has been allowed to feed animals at Naples Zoo. Three ratels, also known as African honey badgers, now call the zoo home.  Naples Zoo is one of only four American zoos where you can see this fierce species.  Honey Badger Don’t Care! Four fosa cubs -- rare carnivores from Madagascar – were recently born at the zoo.  Two of the cute carnivores are on display in the fosa habitat and two can be seen in the daily Planet Predator shows at Safari Canyon.  
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	The TPC Treviso Bay championship level golf course, designed by Arthur Hills with player consultant Hal Sutton, features 18 holes of picturesque and beautifully maintained golf that is now open to the public. Originally built as a private club, the new ownership group has now opened the course for public play.  
	The Conservancy of Southwest Florida is transforming its Naples location into one of the greenest attractions in the country.  The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, which treat sick and injured wildlife, will soon have a public viewing area into the orphaned baby animal nursery.  The popular Nature Center attraction opens in Spring 2012 as work continues over the next year to turn the entire property into a highly sustainable facility.  

Feast on Fresh Local Cuisine
	For a relatively small metropolitan area, the Paradise Coast has an impressive number of locally-owned restaurants, some of which belong to the Naples Originals group, and there quite a few new restaurants that have emerged for 2012.  
Downtown Naples has several new dining options to add to the many restaurants and bars along Fifth Avenue South and Third Street South. Osetra Champagne & Caviar Bar recently opened in downtown Naples.  Osetra’s menu selections include salads, chilled shrimp, crab and lobster cocktails and platters, as well as steak, lobster and pasta.  The extensive caviar menu ranges from affordable to astronomical.  There is a lengthy list of champagnes, wines and beers by the glass.  
Chef Alberto Varetto, well known for his many years at Sale e Pepe on Marco Island, has fulfilled his dream of owning his own restaurant with the recent opening of Alberto’s On Fifth, featuring upscale dining with northern Italian cuisine. 
Barbatella is a fresh new restaurant concept that will grow on you in the same way that the leaves and branches of a grape vine develop out of a shoot: a barbatella. Barbatella incorporates fresh interpretations of authentic dishes from many regions of Italy and the Mediterranean, including roasted and grilled meats, pizza from their wood-fired oven, gelato and an extensive list of wines by the glass.  
Other notable dining options include Sea Salt, named one of the Top Twenty New Restaurants for 2009 by Esquire magazine, a new Seasons 52, and M Waterfront Grill at the Village on Venetian Bay, with cutting edge continental cuisine utilizing fresh and organic ingredients. The Ritz-Carlton, Naples Lobby Bar, while continuing to serve guests throughout the day, takes on a different identity called Bites, a tapas restaurant, in the evening.  Bites serves small tastes from an innovative global cuisine menu along with live contemporary music a Latin American accent. Tastebuds Custom Catering is planning to launch custom Farm-To-Table dinner events at a Naples organic farm sometime in 2012.  
There are four popular annual food festivals – the Everglades Seafood Festival is always the first full weekend in February (February 1-3, 2013); the Marco Island Seafood Festival March 24-25, 2012; the Taste of Collier on May 6, 2012 featuring the best taste treats from local restaurants; and the Stone Crab Festival October 26-28, 2012.
The 4th edition of the popular restaurant guide Where Should We Eat by Sharon Kenny has just been published, providing an insider’s take on over 100 area restaurants, including some that you’d never find without a this book.  The book is available at the Barnes & Noble in Naples or at www.whereshouldweeatnaples.com. 
The new Naples Food Tours provides guided tours of the Naples’ area’s best foodie finds, including off-the-beaten-path markets, local chocolatiers, restaurants and custom caterers.  Special Farmer’s Market tours are offered on Saturday’s.
The first Trader Joe’s in Florida has opened in Naples, providing a good option for visitors to stock up on affordable wines, snacks and groceries for their hotel rooms, vacation rentals or picnics.  
	 
Naples, Marco Island and the western portion of the Everglades make up Southwest Florida's Collier County, known as Florida’s Paradise Coast. Beautiful white sand beaches stretch for more than 30 miles along the Naples coastline, along the shores of Marco Island, and on nearby beautiful barrier island beaches in Everglades National Park. Naples has been named “America’s Best All-Around Beach” by the Travel Channel and the “#1 Small Art Town in America” by art critic John Villani.  For more information on visiting Naples, Marco Island and the Everglades – Florida’s Paradise Coast and a free visitors guide, call 1-800-688-3600 or go online at www.paradisecoast.co.uk. Follow the destination at www.Facebook.com/TheParadiseCoast and www.Twitter.com/ParadiseCoast.                                           
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